
The Empty Homes Agency throws down the gauntlet to the contenders for the London mayoralty on empty homes.  In an open letter to the candidates from the main parties, the EHA invites them to respond to its five-point London Empty Homes Challenge.  The London Empty Homes Challenge asks candidates whether they will pledge to do five things to help bring back into use the capital’s 86,000 empty homes and make better use of other under-used buildings to accommodate Londoners’ housing needs.  The Challenge asks  candi-dates whether they will:  1. 1. 1. 1. Set an ambitious target to cut empty homes in London 2. 2. 2. 2. Prioritise action to tackle empty property as the most environmentally and heritage-friendly way of increasing London's housing supply 3. 3. 3. 3. Actively encourage and support enforcement action by London  boroughs where incentives fail to bring properties back into use 4. 4. 4. 4. Promote and support the spread of ‘short life housing’ - temporary housing use of buildings awaiting re-use, refurbishment or  redevelopment 5. 5. 5. 5. Press London boroughs to abolish the remaining tax breaks for  owners of empty homes  Answers overleaf…………………………………………………>>Answers overleaf…………………………………………………>>Answers overleaf…………………………………………………>>Answers overleaf…………………………………………………>>    



*   The scores are based on the answers to the challenges and the candidates’ individual targets on brining empty homes back into use. * 


